The Women's Dermatology Society: Physicians, Leaders, Mentors The Women's Dermatology Society (WDS) has evolved to be the third largest dermatology society in the United States and is now celebrating its 45th anniversary. It has a long legacy of leadership, mentorship, networking, and volunteerism. Initially, its mission was to develop collegiality and friendship among women dermatologists, with a major action plan to enhance their involvement and representation in the American Academy of Dermatology (AAD). This effort successfully put an increased number of women dermatologists on the annual meeting program, on committees, and in positions of leadership, as well as helped train and elect the first women AAD President in 1992.
The success of the WDS has been in its adaptability to the changing times, the energy and talent all its member, the many public activities it has undertaken, its creativity, and its passionate members who lend all their talents to making the WDS a society in which one wants to be a member. It has remained nimble. There is a current membership drive that will ensure the membership of young women and men dermatologists. It will be from this pool of talent that new leadership, focus, and ideas will be found.
The annual WDS luncheon held on the first Sunday of the AAD meetings has continued to be the cornerstone of the WDS and an annual celebration venue that is an integral part of our identity. The feel-good attitude that is palpable at this luncheon can't be missed or repeated by other functions. It is truly a celebration of women's successes.
The supplemental PowerPoint contains a lecture that was delivered by Dr. Wilma F. Bergfeld, inaugural President of the WDS, in the WDS satellite meeting at the International Society of Dermatology world Congress in New Delhi, India, in December 2013. The session was organized by Rashmi Sarkar (India), Wendy Roberts (United States), and Dédée Murrell (Australia).
Dr. Wilma Bergfeld, founder and 1st President of the WDS, in front of the Taj Mahal in 2013 while attending the International Society of Dermatology's world congress in New Delhi, India.
